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“To be known and read” by a l l . . .

Impressions
I am impressed with your first
edition of Perspective Digest. The
tribute to Dr. Hasel was outstanding
and will touch all who knew this
man of God.
Would you be able to send me
30 copies of PD to give to our pastors and teachers? A supply of the
brochure “Your Invitation to Join”
would be helpful also. It answers
questions and clears up just what
ATS stands for.
I await the second edition of PD.
Randall L. Murphy, President
Mountain View Conference
Parkersburg, West Virginia

original sources; I just knew the
baptismal certificate covered what
the people needed to know and that
was that!
But reading your magazine helps
me to see that you are holding high
our great truths and explaining
things in a way I can understand
without going back to college! Yes, I
took Greek, but some of the time I
felt it was “taking me”!
I salute you in the Lord. More
power to your staff.
Dick Rentfro
Ellensburg, Washington
Affirmed: Women’s Ordination
I was pleased to receive your new
magazine, Perspective Digest. At first
I thought it was intended to replace
Adventists Affirm , and I was glad of
that because I felt AA had become
too radical and intolerant over the
women’s ordination issue.
I am afraid some people would
have all Adventists marching in a
row like robots to satisfy their need
for uniformity (not the same as
unity). But unity at the price of
freedom of conscience is not what
Protestantism is all about. When
one segment of the church tries to
control the actions of another segment through their publications,

How to Save College Tuition
ril tell you what I like about Per-

spective Digest:
As an evangelist for many years,
I knew what we believed, and I
knew the scholars— men who knew
the Greek and Hebrew— would
keep me straight on doctrine. So I
just went ahead and preached what
we have traditionally believed, and
God gave us many hundreds of
souls. I didn’t have to go to the
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As Perspective Digest readers
should be aware, the Adventist
Theological Society has taken no
position on women’s ordination.
Though I do not hold the position
on ordination affirmed by Affirm, I
do respect the integrity of its supporters, who, I sincerely believe,
would find “unity at the price of
freedom of conscience” as repugnant as you do. Perhaps you will
find the new magazine Women o f
Spirit ($16.95 for six issues a year,
published by the Review and Herald) more congenial to your viewpoint.
May I gently point out that
attempts to promote viewpoints are
not confined to magazines. I recall
that during an Annual Council a
few years ago, a number of women,
including employees of the General
Conference, picketed the building
carrying placards proclaiming their
viewpoints on women’s rights. Do
you feel this method of “seeking to
control the actions of another segment [of the church]” is to be preferred to that chosen by the supporters of Affirm ?
If a publication did indeed urge
the General Conference president
to discipline the Sligo and La Sierra
churches, it surely was not because

going so far as to urge the GC president to discipline the Sligo and La
Sierra University churches for expressing confidence in their women
ministers, it reminds me of the
Inquisition.
Perhaps if all ordinations were to
be rescinded, we might be able to
see who is truly being led by the
Holy Spirit and who is just greedy
for power and authority. The issue
is not ordaining women— it is
intolerance and desire for dictatorial power.
The sooner we begin to look at
this issue as an administrative policy based on the needs of the local
churches and the qualifications and
acceptance of the individual, the
sooner we can get down to our real
business of saving souls. Did Abraham Lincoln ask for a vote on
whether to abolish slavery? Putting
an issue like this to a vote does not
change either the trends of the
times nor the hearts of the people.
Thanks for listening, and God
bless you in your venture with Per-

spective Digest.
Carol Mayes
Chatsworth, California
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those churches expressed confidence in their women ministers.
Much more than confidence was
involved in the misleading publicity released to the press, as one
woman pastor understood in refusing the ordination. My church,
Spencerville, only seven miles from
the General Conference and North
American Division headquarters,
has perhaps three score and 10 officials o f those organizations. And all
would give a hearty vote o f confidence to our woman minister, who
has been ordained as a local elder.
And if, as you say, the president of
the General Conference was urged
to discipline the churches, I can
assure you that the “urgers” discovered that the Adventist Church has
no pope on the Potomac. Even
churches that have expressed no
confidence in sister churches by
taking in their disfellowshiped
members without even the Christian courtesy of determining why
disciplinary action was taken have
found that the so-called “hierarchy” is impotent. The presidents of
the General Conference and the
North American Division would
have to secure the local church
board’s permission even to appear
before it. And the board, not they,
would make the decision to disfel-
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lowship or retain the member.
You’re likely aware that a number o f ordained brethren have
turned in their credentials to
demonstrate their oneness with
unordained sisters who serve the
church. I’m at one with my
brethren who rejoice in the increasing number of women filling
denominational positions. (And
rejoice with me in the new Perspective Digest column written by Dr.
Jo Ann Davidson of the seminary
staff.)
I’ve long felt that an Adventist’s
ultimate blasphemy would be to
split the church over the assumed
nature of Christ, who prayed that
His church “all may be one___
that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me” (John 17:21).
Not because I feel the issue is
unimportant, but because— as in
Ellen W hite’s day on the distinctions between justification and
sanctification— church members
seek to press distinctions that go
beyond what Scripture itself
reveals. For that reason, I confine
my responses to questions on the
nature of Christ to a simple recitation o f biblical texts.
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Ordination, too, offers a plethora of provocative distinctions
involving authority, respective roles
of male and female— in sum, a biblical battlefield on which combatants, “torn apart by hermeneutic
shot and shell,” as in Kipling’s
poem, may ride “into the mouth of
hell” itself, only to be counted as
“nothing” by God Himself, not
because of wrong theology but
because they lack love. They may
wield what they believe to be the
“sword of the Spirit” in defense of
what they believe to be truth; they
may speak with the “tongues of
men and of angels” and “understand all mysteries” but never see
the kingdom. Whatever our views
on ordination, we must not forget
that love “suffereth long, and is
kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
doth not behave itself unseemly,
seeketh not her own, is not easily
provoked, thinketh no evil.” Rather,
love rejoices “in the truth,” while
“bearing all things, hoping all
things, enduring all things.”
In introducing these attributes,
so valued by heaven, Paul called
them “a more excellent way.” As
editor of Perspective, I pledge, in
harmony with my friends in the
Adventist Theological Society and
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out, that whatever the issue, brothers and sisters of differing views
will be treated in these pages with
love and respect. Differ we may,
truth we may seek and defend, but
never in a spirit that would rend
rather than heal, and always in a
way that would seek unity, which,
as Ms. Mayes, correctly observes, is
not the same as uniformity.—
R.R.H.
From Down Under: A Perceptive
Prodigy Gives Her Perspective
I suppose you are sitting on the
edge of your seat for my reaction to
your new magazine. It’s terrific—
honestly! I like the colour scheme,
departments, size, everything. Internal layout is particularly impressive— very clear, readable, attractive,
and with a good spread of illustrations. What about the departments?
Fine. I was struck with the high calibre of the associate editors— familiar names such as Roy Gane (his
father is an Aussie), Richard Davidson, Norman Gulley (I’m presently
enjoying his S.S. quarterly), George
Reid, Ariel Roth (whom I remember from Liberty), C. Mervyn
Maxwell (one of my favourite
authors), etc. Such consultants,
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known for their ability to be understood by the layperson, confirm the
digests sound quality as a centrist
theological magazine that I believe
will reach its target audience well.
I liked “Work Station One.” Why
don’t you make that parody of the
Burma Shave jingle the catch-cry of
Perspective Digest? Don’t worry
about E. Edward Zinke’s obituarysounding appraisal of your editing
skills— if anything, what he says is
an understatement (and don’t dare
edit out this sentence or truncate
it!)— but don’t repeat this to yourself or yourself might become conceited. [I read it twice, but I didn’t
inhale— R.R.H.] Particularly if I
should add (and here I divert) that
it is an enormous joy to me to read
through a publication that is virtually perfect— free from distracting
typographical errors and bad
spelling, punctuation, and grammar. Oops! I didn’t mean to infer
anything about perfectionism in the
theological sense. However, two
things puzzled me (I won’t call
them ‘mistakes’): First, I didn’t
know leopards had stripes (p. 4);
second, the contents listing of the
departments (p. 2) includes “Perspective on the World (Hebrew),”
but on p. 31 it is called “Perspective
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on the Word.” Which is correct?
I was delighted by the title o f the
letters column: “Epistles.” Great!
The logo is, to use an Australian
word, beaut. One final word: May
God bless you, your staff, prospective writers and the ATS as you all
continue to challenge our minds
and tug at our hearts through Perspective Digest. Yours for theological
adventure,
Michelle B. Roberts
Brisbane, Australia
My congratulations to Brother
and Sister Roberts on the evident
quality of their gene pool, as evidenced by their precocious and
perceptive teenage daughter,
Michelle. What a delight it must be
having her about the house “oopsing” at minor imperfections in
nontheological matters!
In Perspective Digest, Michelle,
it’s “Perspective on the W ord” And
you’re right: Leopards don't have
stripes. And you call this to my
attention just when I thought we
had put out a perfect issue, one
without “spot” (that we achieved; I
even left the spots off the leopard!)
or blemish.
If only I could inform our readers that you are an old-maid
schoolteacher of Victorian vintage
continued on page 67
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continued from page 8

tive on the Word” (Hebrew) in my
opening night evangelistic sermon
on the Rise and Fall of Antichrist.
Lyndon De Witt
Keene, Texas

who has spent her life majoring on
minors! Instead, I must affirm that
you are, at time of writing, only 16
years old.
Watch your mail— and don’t
miss Work Station One in this
issue! I’m considering putting you
on the masthead. And for your
18th-birthday— next September, as
I recall— I may send you my
unpublished observations on Einstein’s theory of relativity.— R.R.H.

I find Angel M. Rodriguez’s
premise more troublesome than
David’s psalms. For example, how
could David be familiar with the
prophecies of Jeremiah and Isaiah?
David’s reign as king of Israel
began approximately 1010 B.C., and
lasted until 969 B.C. Isaiah lived
and prophesied beginning with the
reign of Uzziah (769-715 B.C.)—
173 years after David. Jeremiah
lived during the reign of Josiah
(639-609) B. C., some 330 years
after David.
Since David preceded Isaiah and
Jeremiah, David could have been
familiar with them only through
visions. I find this unlikely.
Marjorie J. Helsley
Memphis, Tennessee

“Those Troublesome Psalms”
I figure if I can get a new
thought or two out of a subscription or a book, it is a good investment in time and money. Went
back and reread the study on the
Psalms by Angel Rodriguez, and
found new light and thought there.
I read the Psalms every month (as
recommended by Bill Gothard) and
have done so for years, but I got
great new insights from this article.
Also, I will be using the thoughts
mentioned in Davidson’s “Perspec-

* An “Angelic” Reply: I appreciate
your response because it does indicate that you are sincerely interested in the subject. Your main concern is related to my intepretation
of the imprecatory language used
in Psalm 137. Your questions, evaluation, and criticism of my views
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would be valid if the psalm had
been written by David, but its content indicates that it was composed
during the exilic period, centuries
after David’s death. The psalmist
describes himself as being in Babylon as a captive remembering Zion
and the Temple, which was then in
ruins. Therefore, the psalm must
have been written sometime after
586 B.C. As you document, Isaiah
prophesied before the fall of Jerusalem in 586 and Jeremiah before
and shortly after that date. It is certainly probable that the author of
the psalm was acquainted with the
prophesies of both biblical writers.
Angel Manuel Rodriguez,
Associate Director
Biblical Research Department
General Conference of Seventhday Adventists
Silver Spring, Maryland
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while He was here on earth. Would
this same Jesus honor such a paranoid prayer? I think not.
Personally, I see David as a very
disturbed individual, a manicdepressive with tremendous mood
swings. The language he uses, along
with his behavior, reminds me of a
paranoid schizophrenic who sees an
enemy behind every rock. True, he
did have enemies, but he carries his
obsession to the extreme, even
beyond a normal reaction to
threats. He is out of touch with
reality.
His illicit relationship with
Bathsheba would indicate an egotistical characteristic with little moral
values or consideration for the feelings of others. He has no self-control sexually, and to blame it upon
the custom of his day and to the
fact that he was a king, is scapegoating. A king should have set an
example for his subjects, but instead
he stoops to murder with no indication of guilt until he is caught.
I appreciate your concept from
the Hebrew word meanings, a skill
many of us do not have, but it did
not help much. We worry as
Adventists about “historical criticism”; perhaps we should consider
“behavioral criticism” as a field to
study. This would open an exciting
new revelation with tremendous

I too have struggled with many
of the psalms, deeply disturbed by
the harsh and cruel language used
by David. To believe these words
and what they imply were given by
God and “inspired” is difficult for
me. In fact I do not believe God
prompted David to ask such devastating events to be visited upon his
enemies. This same God (Jesus)
spoke of “loving your enemies”
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that what the psalmist prayed for
will take place at the consummation of our salvation (Rev. 20:7-15).
Your psychological evaluation of
David is not new. Others before
you have performed psychonalysis
on biblical writers and have usually
concluded that many had serious
mental problems, like paranoid
schizophrenia. Among those, they
have included Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
and Paul. Adding David to the list
is not too difficult. Fortunately,
more recent scholarship has rejected psychological evaluation of
the biblical writers because it overimposes modern categories of
research and does not take into
consideration cultural differences.
Some specialists have argued that
making a psychoanalysis of a living
person is not a simple task; trying
to psychoanalyze a person who
lived more than 2,500 years ago in
a different culture and perhaps
with significantly different patterns
of thinking is an impossible task.
Perhaps you should be a little more
careful before venturing your own
psychological diagnosis o f David.
Your approach could lead you to
conclude that practically all biblical
writers had some kind of psychological malfunction.
The Bible does reveal David’s
sins and God’s condemnation of

possibilities in understanding Old
Testament characters.
Name withheld

A Non-imprecatory Response:
The imprecatory psalms are certainly difficult to interpret. My
argument concerning the language
used by the authors (remember
that not all the Psalms were written
by David) is simple: Their language
and images are taken from the language used by God Himself in the
Scriptures to describe what had
happened and would happen to the
impenitent sinner. They felt free to
use that language because God had
used it. The influence of the manner of God’s activity in human
affairs determined the way the
authors expressed their thoughts
(e.g., Ps. 83:9-12). It is a different
matter whether God would have
granted their petitions. It is God,
not the psalmist, who executes retribution on the wicked, and the
psalmist was aware of it. That was
why he prayed to God.
What I have just said is not
incompatible at all with God’s love
because love defeats evil, and that
is precisely what the psalmist is
requesting and what God always
intended to do. In fact, we know

continued on page 71
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continued from page 69

intellect with a new way of understanding our beliefs and the Bible.
The way a new idea is presented
makes all the difference in the
world, as you well know. Readers
may reject out-of-hand something
presented as “new doctrine,” but be
open to a thoughtful premise presented for their evaluation. And it
need not come from our “theological think tank” in Washington.
I much enjoyed my first copy of
Perspective Digest. May the Lord
bless you in this “new adventure.”
Robert L. Larsen
Henderson, Nevada

them and no one should excuse
him. He, like you and I, was a sinner in need of repentance and forgiveness. But he also functioned as
a prophet, and therefore it should
be our task to try to understand
what the Lord is saying to us
through him.
Angel Manuel Rodriguez
“New Light”— In Search of a
Definition
I am somewhat confused about
what you call “the new light God
has promised His church.” What
would be considered “new light”?
Where would this “new light” come
from? Would it be the discovery of
the theologians of the church
(whom I respect to the point of
envy for their intellect)? How would
we recognize it? I for one do not
believe it will come from outer
space (star-wars speaking), nor do I
look for it to appear in the independent ministry literature that cannot
print two lines without a quote
from the Spirit of Prophecy (no
criticism of S. of P. meant).
I believe that Perspective could
print articles that may not be midstream without terrifying the “old
folks” (I am one, retired with
approximately 40 years service in
the ministry) but challenging the

Epistles We Promise Not to Inhale
Multiple bravos to you and your
staff. First for the conception of the
magazine and second for its stellar
fulfillment. My husband and I put
our subscription into the mail
immediately and await the arrival of
the next issue with mounting anticipation.
I very much appreciated “The
Cost of Freedom.” I have read it
over and over not only for its wondrous message, but also for its literary beauty. These things make all
the difference to me.
In 1994 when I learned of the
death of Gerhard Hasel, I was saddened because I had enjoyed his
mind made so apparent in the Jour-
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nal o f the Adventist Theological Society. To find another gift of his
thought in PD plus Zinke’s endear-

going to tell about this magazine. I
think it’s for this day and hour.
Because of Calvary, I’m your sister,
too.
Irene McCary
Needles, California

ing tribute to the man was a most
happy moment.
So, accolades to you and the
crew. Thank you, thank you, thank
you!
Virginia Cason
Deer Park, California
vctalk@aol.com

If you (our readers) go through
Needles, stop at Irene’s improvement on a McDonalds. You’ll read
more Scripture on her quick-food
stop walls than you usually get in a
church service. And if you hear
she’s going to speak within 500
miles, don’t miss her. She cooperates with the Holy Spirit in awakening sleeping Adventists to a
delightful wide-awake witness.—
R.R.H.

The premier issue of your excellent Perspective Digest is spiritually
refreshing as well as intellectually
stimulating and challenging. The
format is attractive, the literary style
lucid, and the content theologically
sound and thought provoking. I am
proud to subscribe to such a splendid magazine.
George W. Brown
Retired President, IAD
Avon Park, Florida

The first edition of Perspective
Digest arrived in my mailbox when
I was in the midst of preparing a
scholarly article with 70 footnotes.
The PD ’s popular format is fantastic! The Challenge Awards especially
caught my attention, because I’m a
struggling writer. I’m sending an
article.
Joann Marie Bacheller
Berrien Springs, Michigan

George Brown, while president
of the Inter-American Division,
was nominated for the presidency
of the General Conference at the
session in Utrecht, but declined for
health reasons.— R.R.H.
I love Perspective. I’m reading it
from cover to cover. I love the letters and articles. I speak at camp
meetings and churches and I’m

We’re still eager to give TLC to
submissions from any other struggling writers. As someone said:
continued on page 74
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continued from page 72

Writing is like giving birth to barb
wire.— R.R.H.

pers, gazettes, periodicals, magazines, recorders, registers, newswatch, Affirm, Spectrum, Firm
Foundation, etc., there is no end.”
We had just returned from the
Retirees Convocation at Southern
Adventist College and were going
through the accumulated mail
when Mrs. Bietz said, “Here is a
new one.” “What is it?” “Perspective
Digest.” ‘W ho’s the editor?” “The
former editor of Liberty:”
My immediate response: “If it’s
Hegstad, we subscribe.” It was.
Check is enclosed.
R. R. Bietz
Vancouver, Washington

The highest commendation and
also personal appreciation for your
accomplishment in the first issue of
Perspective Digest. May God give
you continued strength and also
amply copy to carry PD at this level
until Christ returns.
Robert H. Brown
Yucaipa, California
I was pleased to receive Perspective Digest and have subscribed to it.
It relieved me much to read the
goals of the Adventist Theological
Society and to realize how wide the
membership already is.
Now I would like to know the
percentage of our conference leadership who will show their faith by
subscribing to these goals. And the
percentage o f our college teachers
who have subscribed or who will do
so.
Maybe you can tell us which colleges shine the brightest!
V. and N. Krussow
LaCrescenta, California

Polyculturalism as a Legitimate
Universal?
Let me congratulate you for the
first issue of Perspective Digest,
which I enjoyed reading. As an ATS
member, I see it as serving a helpful

“And further, by these, my son,
be admonished: of making many
books there is no end.” The wise
man should have added— “of sending out journals, digests, newspa-
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their validity. Most Evangelicals
would argue for the primacy of the
Word in the face of any culture, and
maintain that the cultural elements
of the Scriptures, while apparent as
the prophet/apostle writes from
within his context, are minimal and
can be readily identified and treated
as such. I do not find Yamauchi
calling culture to submission before
the revealed Word. In addition, he
slips into certain difficulties in dealing with his data. For example, he
uses Jewish rabbinical material that
assumed its present form in the
third and fourth centuries A.D. to
illuminate New Testament settings.
There is little evidence that the crass
harshness in those sources was universal in Judaean society of Jesus’
day, e.g. that women were kept illiterate, prohibited to study the Scriptures, etc. Bah, humbug, my
brother. Jesus was spared the rabbinical schools, learning the word of
God at His mother's knee, and it
would be difficult to defend the
idea that Mary’s background was
atypical of a poor family in NT
time. Just three kilometers from
Nazareth, in Jesus’ time a small village of a few hundred homes, there
was rising a renowned rabbinical
center on a nearby hilltop called
Sepphoris. Critical scholars are busy

place in the church and revel in the
literary charm. However, the
Yamauchi article in PD2 on the
relationship between cultural social
practices and biblical teachings does
not meet my idea of what should be
included in the magazine. Let me be
specific. Although he has written
some good materials in certain
areas, particularly linguistics, his
standing is, as with Mark Noll and
Clark Pinnock, well to the left of
where most Evangelicals are when it
comes to social matters and in some
cases theological positions. “Go Ye
Therefore, and Insult All Nations,”
places him toward the left in this
way: He poses the boundary
between culture and Christian practice along postmodernist lines that
establish polyculturalism as a legitimate universal in social order. Postmodernists do this at the very time
they are denying absolutes and
arguing that universals are crafted
within the experience of each individual, hence cannot bridge the gap
between persons. In this, postmodernism is in conflict with itself.
How then is Yamauchi involved
in this? In brief, rather than calling
all cultures to bow before the biblical expression of Gods will, he
instead appears to treat the biblical
as a sort of matrix in which miscellaneous cultural practices retain
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their money,” since I beat the June
30 deadline months ago! I was glad
to note the “due” explanation!
Two comments:
“What’s Wrong With This Picture?” Russian Orthodox leaders
seem to have forgotten their preCommunist abuse of power and
misguided “guidance” that so
afflicted the Russian people that the
way was opened for Communist
rule.
In “The Great Time of Trouble,”
Norman Gulley’s “singing expressions” indicate that he failed to note
that while trial in anticipation may
prove less trying than expected,
these final scenes will be beyond
our ability to anticipate!
Some editorial humor reminds
me of a comment my major professor in religion made in response to
a jest. Quoting Solomon (Eccl. 10:1)
he referred to its being like “flies
.. .[in] the ointment of the apothecary.”
God bless!
Blossom F. Vassar
Livingston, New York

debating about which rabbis were
teaching at Sepphoris in Jesus’ day
and how their influence impacted
on the developing boy Jesus. More
bah, humbug, my dear brother.
There is quite abundant evidence
that even in the Semitic world of
Jesus’ day, outside o f the elite aristocracy, women participated very
widely in society with certain few
exceptions. I spare you further discussion.
George W Reid, Director
Biblical Research Institute
General Conference of SDA
Silver Spring, Maryland
George: You may have something there! I’m looking for a translator who can help me find it!—
R.R.H.
Hail! Hail! Perspective's Here!
No, didn’t faint, just amazed
when second (first, for me!) issue of
Perspective Digest arrived. Frankly, I
wondered whether somebody’s
“second thoughts” were depriving
prospective readers of “matter for
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